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Prelude Shannon Peterson

GATHERING
Announcements

Announcement of the Day

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all peo-
ple and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman
in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her re-
quest that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith,
how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of socie-
ty? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

*Opening Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #886 v.1,2,3

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthi-
ly magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

P: Gracious God,

C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of 1 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in



your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*Kyrie (p.120)

*Prayer of the Day

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world
with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WoRD
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent
intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs
to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.

"Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

® And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—

"these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Response to the Reading
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Special Music Jeanne, Shannon, and Jill

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevo-

2



cable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] ' | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! |
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe
of Benjamin. ? God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

?For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just as you
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, ' so also they have now been disobedient in order
that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy.
For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful
to all.

Response to the Reading
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation (p.124)

*Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather
than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching
is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approach-
es him for help.

*Gospel Announcement and Spoken Response
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

["°[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and under-
stand:"'it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is
what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” > Then the disciples ap-
proached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
when they heard what you said?” "> He answered, “Every plant that my
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone;
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides anoth-
er, both will fall into a pit.” "> But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable
to us.” "®* Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? " Do
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and
goes out into the sewer? *But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. " For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slan-
der. ?° These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands
does not defile.”]

1 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Si-
don. #Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, “Have merc%/ on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon.” #But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” % He answered, “| was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” ®But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” % He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
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and throw it to the dogs.” %’ She said, “Yes, Lordé yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ® Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And
her daughter was healed from that moment.

*Spoken Gospel Response
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Pickle Jar funds going to the Siouxland Foodbank
Sermon Pastor Chuck Meyer
Silence for reflection

*Hymn of the Day “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” #588 v.1,2,3

*Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heav-
en, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession —

We pray for: Jeanne Alingh; Lily Bodammer; Jackson Bullock; Sheryl
Dickey; Dan Graben; Terry Heck; Con Heider; Dennis Holton; Lois Irwin;
Theresa Krusko; Joe LaScala; Justine LaScala; Benjamin Lindgren;
Dave Lindgren; Terry McAllister; Becky Moos; Ollie Nygard; Kurt Peter-
son; Eden Roach; Sherry Roatch; Tom Roatch; Shelly Schossow; Jill Si-
monson; Marge Swanson; Josh Wingert; and those affected by disasters
and diseases throughout the world. We pray for all of the caregivers that
give of their time and gentle care for those who are ill. We also pray for
the families of the church: Ollie and Linda Nygard; Mark Nygard; Pastor
Del and Jane Olivier; Brenda Oehlerking; Kurt, Shannon, Carl, and Ross
Peterson.

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

*Sharing of the Peace

OFFERING
*Offering Prayer
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen. 4



MEAL
*Great Thanksgiving (p.129)

*Proper Preface
*Sanctus (p.130)
*Words of Institution

*Lord’s Prayer (p.134)

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Holy Communion
P: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

C: Thanks be to God.

Lamb of God (p.135)

Distribution—We believe that the body and blood of Christ are truly
present in the Supper of our Lord, in the forms of bread and wine. We
also believe that admission to the sacrament is by invitation of the Lord,
presented through the Church to those who believe in Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior. All are welcome to partake in the Lord’s Supper at
Augustana Lutheran Church. Receive the bread in your hands. Gluten
free hosts are available if you prefer. The wine will be served in a small
glass. Grape juice is available if you prefer. Those who do not partake of
Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

Distribution Hymns
“Healer of Our Every III” #0612
“In Christ There Is No East or West” #650

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

*Post-Communion Prayer

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING

*Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
T one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always,

Amen.

*Closing Hymn “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” #759 v.1,3

*Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Shannon Peterson
From sundaysandseasons.com
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GobD’s LovE MADE REAL!

Today, Sunday, August 16 Worship Leaders—Presiding Minister:
Pastor Chuck Meyer; Assisting Minister: Marlene Levine; Musician:
Shannon Peterson; Technical Assistant: Team Madsen; Altar Guild:
Debbie and Terry McAllister; Acolyte: Alex Hexom

Sunday, Auqust 23 Worship Leaders—Presiding Minister: Pastor
Chuck Meyer; Assisting Minister: Dave Madsen; Musician: Heidi Gra-
ben; Technical Assistant: Team Hexom; Altar Guild: Debbie and Terry
McAllister; Acolyte: Tyler Welp

Attendance for Sunday, August 9—58




Special Meeting 8/23—A special meeting will be held after service on
August 23, 2026 for a vote on Augustana Foundation bylaws.

Auqust Benevolence—Don't forget to grab school supplies for stu-
dents at Irving Elementary School!

‘Coffee Forever’ Fundraiser—ELCA Lutheran Churches in Sioux City
are participating in a project to provide "Coffee Forever" for The
Warming Shelter. The Warming Shelter offers low-barrier shelter and
compassionate support to individuals and families experiencing
homelessness in Siouxland. Church members, neighbors, and friends
are encouraged to donate packaged or canned coffee (ground coffee,
not whole bean). "Coffee Forever" bins are now located at the 8 Sioux
City ELCA Lutheran churches. Participating churches are Augustana,
First, Riverside, St. John, St. Luke, St. Mark, and United. Donations will
be accepted at the churches on Sunday mornings, and on weekdays
during church office hours. This ongoing support of the work of The
Warming Shelter has begun, and is scheduled to last... forever!




This week at Augustana Next week at Augustana

Sunday, August 16, 2026 Sunday, August 23, 2026
11:00am Holy Communion 11:00am Holy Communion
2:00pm Magic Club

Welcome to all visitors; we’ve been expecting you! Please
worship with us regularly! If you are looking for a church home
and would like to attend a new member class, please check the
appropriate box on the Fellowship Register as you sign in. The
register can be found in three places in the narthex as you enter
the nave. Please sign it and check the appropriate boxes.

There are several ways to find out more about Augustana!
Copies of the Trumpeter, Augustana’s monthly newsletter, are
available in the entryway for visitors. Look for us on the web at
www.augustanasc.org. Check us out on Facebook! Augustana
Lutheran, Sioux City is the name of our page.

Congregational Mission Statement

A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities for
worship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.
We express our faith and love to others in the name of Jesus Christ.

AR
= 30 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
W» Goarswork. ourhands.



