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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Augustana Lutheran  

Church 
September 6, 2026  

 

Thank you for silencing your mobile device.  
An asterisk (*) invites the congregation to stand.  

 
Prelude        Shannon Peterson 

Gathering 

Announcements 

 

Announcement of the Day 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church disci-
pline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather 
in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of 
peace and reconciliation. 
 

*Opening Hymn        “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #678 
          

*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthi-
ly magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: Gracious God, 
C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of † Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith.  
C: Amen. 
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*Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie (p.120) 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen.  

Word 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel 
must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, 
God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope 
that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenev-
er you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from 
me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But 
if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved 
your life. 

 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 

Response to the Reading 
A: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Special Music   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Pastor Del Olivier 
 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart 
and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.   

 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You 
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shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neigh-
bor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us 
then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let 
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 

Response to the Reading 
A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation (p.124) 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and 
the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when 
one member has sinned against another. 
 

*Gospel Announcement and Spoken Response 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are lis-
tened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, 
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be con-
firmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refus-
es to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

*Spoken Gospel Response 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon      Pickle Jar funds going to St. John Foodbank 
 

Sermon                                                        Pastor Chuck Meyer 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

*Hymn of the Day “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” #603 v.1,2,5 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
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der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descend-
ed to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

*Prayers of Intercession —  
We pray for: Jeanne Alingh; Lily Bodammer; Jackson Bullock; Sheryl 
Dickey; Dan Graben; Terry Heck; Con Heider; Dennis Holton; Lois Irwin; 
Theresa Krusko; Joe LaScala; Benjamin Lindgren; Dave Lindgren; Terry 
McAllister; Becky Moos; Ollie Nygard; Kurt Peterson; Eden Roach; Sher-
ry Roatch; Tom Roatch; Shelly Schossow; Jill Simonson; Marge Swan-
son; Josh Wingert; and those affected by disasters and diseases 
throughout the world. We pray for all of the caregivers that give of their 
time and gentle care for those who are ill. We also pray for the families of 
the church: Kathy Spitz; Rosalie Stenwell; Bob, Jenny, Charlie, Annia, 
and Lydia Stewart; Gloria Stinton; Doug and Susie Strohbeen. 

 

A: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

*Sharing of the Peace 

Offering 

*Offering Prayer 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 

Meal 

*Great Thanksgiving (p.129) 
 

*Proper Preface 
 

*Sanctus (p.130) 
 

*Words of Institution  
 

*Lord’s Prayer (p.134) 
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Holy Communion  
P: Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lamb of God (p.135) 
 

Distribution—We believe that the body and blood of Christ are truly 
present in the Supper of our Lord, in the forms of bread and wine. We 
also believe that admission to the sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, 
presented through the Church to those who believe in Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. All are welcome to partake in the Lord’s Supper at 
Augustana Lutheran Church. Receive the bread in your hands. Gluten 
free hosts are available if you prefer. The wine will be served in a small 
glass. Grape juice is available if you prefer. Those who do not partake of 
Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  
 

Distribution Hymns 
“As We Gather at Your Table”          #522 
“Earth and All Stars!”           #731 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen.  
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

Sending 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn          “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” #836 v.1,2 
 

*Dismissal 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude Shannon Peterson 

From sundaysandseasons.com 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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God’s Love Made Real! 

 
 

Today, Sunday, September 6 Worship Leaders—Presiding Minister: 
Pastor Chuck Meyer; Assisting Minister: Shelley Hexom; Musician: 
Shannon Peterson; Technical Assistant: Team Madsen; Altar Guild: 
Debbie and Terry McAllister; Acolyte: Klara Winter 
 

Sunday, September 13 Worship Leaders—Presiding Minister: Pastor 
Chuck Meyer; Assisting Minister: Fred Hexom; Musician: AWE Musi-
cians; Technical Assistant: Team Levine; Altar Guild: Marilyn Hagberg; 
Acolyte: Madeline Hexom 
 

Attendance for Sunday, August 30—46 
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Sunday School and Choir—Children’s Sunday school, adult Sunday 
school, and adult choir will begin again on Sunday, September 13 at 
10:00am. 

 

Confirmation Class—Confirmation class will begin on Wednesday, 
September 16 from 5:00-6:00pm. 

 

HyVee Receipts—We are collecting HyVee receipts again to support 
Irving Elementary School. 

 

September Benevolence—We are collecting personal care items for 
SafePlace, an agency that is dedicated to helping survivors of domestic 
violence and their children. Some items needed include: shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, lotion, 
hair brushes and combs, disposable razors, new women’s underwear, 
women’s sweat pants, pajamas, writing journals, and women’s hygiene 
products. A financial donation will also help, checks can be made out to 
Augustana with a note that it is for SafePlace.  

 

‘Coffee Forever’ Fundraiser—ELCA Lutheran Churches in Sioux City 
are participating in a project to provide "Coffee Forever"  for The 
Warming Shelter. The Warming Shelter offers low-barrier shelter and 
compassionate support to individuals and families experiencing  
homelessness in Siouxland. Church members, neighbors, and friends 
are encouraged to donate packaged or canned coffee (ground coffee, 
not whole bean). "Coffee Forever"  bins are now located at the 8 Sioux 
City ELCA Lutheran churches.  Participating churches are Augustana, 
First, Riverside, St. John, St. Luke, St. Mark, and United. Donations will 
be accepted at the churches on Sunday mornings, and on weekdays  
during church office hours.  This ongoing support of the work of The 
Warming Shelter has begun, and is scheduled to last... forever! 
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Congregational Mission Statement 
 

A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities for  

worship, spiritual growth, and fellowship. 

We express our faith and love to others in the name of Jesus Christ. 

This week at Augustana 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2026 
11:00am Holy Communion 

Monday, September 7, 2026 
Labor Day — Office Closed 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
6:00pm Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next week at Augustana 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 
10:00am Adult Sunday School, 

Children’s Sunday School, Choir 
11:00am Holy Communion 

Monday, September 14, 2026 
6:15pm Monday Night Women’s 

Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

5:00pm Confirmation Class 
 

Welcome to all visitors; we’ve been expecting you! Please 
worship with us regularly! If you are looking for a church home 
and would like to attend a new member class, please check the 
appropriate box on the Fellowship Register as you sign in. The 
register can be found in three places in the narthex as you enter 
the nave. Please sign it and check the appropriate boxes. 
 
There are several ways to find out more about Augustana! 
Copies of the Trumpeter, Augustana’s monthly newsletter, are 
available in the entryway for visitors. Look for us on the web at 
www.augustanasc.org. Check us out on Facebook! Augustana 
Lutheran, Sioux City is the name of our page. 


